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First Obvious Question – Why?

• Answer – It was a bright idea of the 
Expert Group working on the (08) 
update of the Technical and Policy 
Guidance Documents for LAQM.

• This included representatives of WAG, 
Defra, the other Devolved 
Administrations, and the consultants 
who operate the Air Quality Helpdesks 
and Appraisal systems on their behalf.



Objectives 

• To simplify the appraisal process by providing a 
uniform template for local authority reports.

• Also making it easier for local authorities to see what 
is required in each report.

• Providing on-line guidance and checklists to assist 
local authorities with completing their reports.

• To save having to e-mail or post large documents all 
round the UK.

• To provide on-line tracking of the appraisal process.
• To enable WAG and Defra to gather and store other 

related air quality information more easily. (e.g. 
maps & data).

• To provide a secure storage area where local 
authorities can access electronic copies of their 
reports.



Timetable 

• Announced at the IAPSC conference in June.
• A demo system has been built to test the feasibility of such a leap into 

the 21st century.
• Some of the clever ideas worked, others did not.
• The Helpdesk teams are currently discussing exactly how to 

implement the system.
• Local Authority volunteers are sought to act as “Guinea Pigs” for a six-

week trial period in October/November.
• Following feedback and any required modifications the system will be 

released along with the new LAQM TG(08) (in December 2008).
• Current thinking is that local authorities will be “strongly encouraged” 

to use it for the next round of USA’s due in April 2009.



So what does it do????

- Here are some screen shots from the Demo 
(the final version may not look exactly like this.)



Login





Complete the Questionnaire





Download the Template – USA or PR



Report Administration



Upload the complete report



View Reporting Progress



Other clever ideas for the future

• If it works well then the system could be extended to, for example:

– Include templates for the more complex DAs and FAs
– Provide standard Excel templates for reporting and graphing 

automatic monitoring results.
– Collect all the detailed site location information which would be useful 

to assess the validity of measured concentrations. (traffic flows, 
distance from source, height etc.)

– Collate GIS files of pollutant contours or AQMAs in a standard format.

• The sky may be the limit (or you might not like it at all!) – please 
help by providing feedback and using trial system.



Any Questions ?
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